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After a few seconds of silence, Aubrey, a very shy but bright girl, slowly raises her hand. When called on, 
she says, “50 because that’s half of 100 and there are half as many fingers as toes.”

“That’s correct. What a good strategy to figure out the answer!” says Ms. Prendergast. She then contin-
ues reading. When they have finished reading the book, Ms. Prendergast randomly selects five names from 
her “hat” to decide who will show their 100th day projects first.

Lily is the first name drawn. She brings to the front of the carpet area a rather large box. She pulls out five 
stacks of red plastic cups and carefully counts 20 cups in each stack. Next is Jaxson. He brings four small 
bags of bubble gum and counts 25 pieces in each bag. Ms. Prendergast is impressed and notes to the 
other children that these students separated the items into smaller piles. The third name drawn is James. 
Ms. Prendergast is immediately concerned because James seems to have little support from his parents 
with out-of-school work and projects. Last week when Ms. Prendergast asked each of the children to 
privately come up to her desk and whisper what they were planning for their 100th day project, James 
didn’t have any ideas. As James walks to the front of the room, without a box or bag, she really starts to 
wonder what he is going to do.

James starts pointing to some of the children asking them to join him: “Oliver, come stand up here with 
me.” When he has invited nine students, he asks them to put both their hands straight out in front of 
them. He begins to count their fingers until he hits 90 and then uses his own fingers for the last 10. Most 
of the students seem annoyed that he didn’t bring something to class, but Ms. Prendergast begins to 
clap for James and says, “How very creative, James!”

Ms. Prendergast announces that as a treat for today, she has 100 stickers to give them. “Boys and girls, 
there are twenty of you. How many stickers do I give each of you so that everyone gets the same num-
ber? How many stickers do each of you get?” The children look bewildered. This seems like a totally dif-
ferent problem than grouping objects to make 100. “Does anyone have a way to solve it?” Ms. Prendergast 
asks the class.

Monish suggests, “Why don’t we pass out one sticker to each of us and keep going until there are no 
more left?

“I like your thinking, Monish,” Ms. Prendergast replies. “Before we do that, does anyone see how one of 
the 100th day projects presented today could be used to help solve our problem?” The children still don’t 
seem to catch on. “Ok, I’ll give you a hint—
red cups,” she says.

“Oh!” many of the children exclaim.

Lily shouts, “Five stickers! Just like my 
plastic cups!”

“Great thinking, Lily,” Ms. Prendergast com-
pliments. “Because you and Monish had 
such wonderful ideas, you can both pass out 
the stickers.” The classroom fills with chat-
ter as the pair distributes stickers.

ASSESS:
1.	 Why would having the students create their projects of 100 help them understand the concept 

of counting?

2.	 How would you help children who don’t receive much support from parents?

3.	 How creative do you think the children are with their projects?
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